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Chapter 1

GMAT and Its Relevance

1.1 Overview of GMAT

Business School applicants, depending on admissionsiaritee usually required to take the Graduate Managememigsions
Test (GMAT). Unlike academic grades, which have varyinqiigance based on each school’s grading guidelines, the GMA
scores are based on the same standard for all test takerbentidlp business schools assess the qualification of avidodi
against a large pool of applicants with diverse personalpntessional backgrounds. The GMAT scores play a significae in
admissions decisions since they are more recent than madémic transcripts of an applicant and they evaluate a psrgerbal,
guantitative and writing skills.

The GMAT is a 4-hour Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) and can keraat any one of many test centers around the world 5 or 6 days
a week. The GMAT consists of four separately timed sectidtech of the first two 30-minute sections consists of an aitalyt
writing task, also known as Analytical Writing Assessmef). The remaining two 75-minute sections (Quantitating &erbal)
consist of multiple-choice questions delivered in a corapadaptive format. Questions in these sections are dyadinselected

as you take the test to stay commensurate with your abibtglleTherefore, your test will be unique. Just one questioshiown

on the screen at a given time. It is impossible to skip a qoestr go back to a prior question. Each problem needs to beeardw
before the next question.

You may take the GMAT only once every 31 days and no more therifives within any 12-month period. The retest policy agplie
even if you cancel your score within that time period. All @iy scores and cancellations within the last five years \eiltdported
to the institutions you designate as score recipients. Yilueeeive an unofficial copy of your scores immediatelyeaftompleting
the exam and prior to leaving the testing center. Your off@iare report will be available to you on-line via an emaitification
20 days after test day. Paper score report will be availablenail upon request only.

2006 has ushered in a wave of changes in the administrataegs (not the actual test content) of the GMAT. This is alregu
the General Management Admission Council (GMAC)’s decisim switch from its previous test administrator ETS (Ediore!

Testing Service) to Pearson VUE, the electronic testingness of Pearson. There have not been any test content charaféer,
some logistics have been revised and improved, such asplaeeent of scratch paper with erasable laminated grapér jzend
the requirement of completing the AWA sections before pedagg to the Quantitative and Verbal sections.

The scores necessary to get into top schools are increasandy year. Studies indicate that applicants who prepat@é&GMAT
score substantially higher than those who don't. In additmthe admissions process, GMAT scores are also considtejed
recruitments and scholarship awards. A good GMAT score ag@ gou thousands of dollars in tuition. Disciplined andidat:d
preparation for the GMAT will allow you to get the best scoosgible on the exam and get into the school of your choice.
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1.2 GMAT Scores and Sections

Total GMAT scores range from 200 to 800. About 66% of testitakeore between 400 and 600. The Verbal and Quantitativesco
range from 0 to 60. The Verbal and Quantitative scores meatitferent things and cannot be compared to each other\reswe

each section’s score can be compared across different GE#S.tScaled scores of 750 out of 800 on the combined testaiigne

correspond to the 99th percentile. 680 out of 800 corresptmthe 90th percentile.

There are two categories in the Quantitative Section witlgd¥stions in total: Problem Solving and Data Sufficiencye Varbal
Section is comprised of three groups with 41 questions al:t&entence Correction, Critical Reasoning, and Readaomgehen-
sion. In both the Quantitative and Verbal sections, evessiarts out with an average difficulty level. For each cdraeswer you
give, you are given a harder question for each subsequeastigu@nd for each incorrect answer you are given an easéstign.
This process will continue until you finish the section, afelhpoint the computer will have an accurate assessmentusfafaility
level in that subject area. In each section, all test catega@an appear in a random order and a mixed manner. Your score
determined by three factors: 1) the number of questions powptete; 2) the number of questions you answer correctly anithe
level of difficulty and other statistical characteristidseach question. To derive a final score, these questions eigghted based
on their difficulty and other statistical properties, natittposition in the test. For the AWA section, one person amgl @>mputer
programmed for grading (E-rater) score each essay basestay eontent, organization, grammar and syntactic vax@gders as-
sign scores out of 6.0 based on intervals of 0.5 points. Yaal,fsingle score is an average of both individual scoresioéd on the
issue and argument essays. AWA scores are computed sépfn@ateother sections and have no effect on the Verbal, Gtaive,
or Total scores.

1.3 GMAT Preparation and Test-taking Logistics

High quality preparation is essential to achieving youtsesre on the GMAT. High quality preparation means becorimtignately
acquainted with the test structure, format, and the typesiestions that are being asked. It means improving uponweak areas
through practice and repetition. It means developing ybilitato answer correctly the tougher questions. It als@nmebecoming
aware of the types of answers that tend to be the correct ones.

Are there any advantages of taking a top-quality GMAT Pregrse versus studying alone with the books and CDs available o
the market? It really depends on your academic backgroundy $abits, availability and, ultimately, your desiredttacore.
Preparing on your own can save you some financial resouraes)dy not be as effective as learning from instructors wissetit
each answer and impart knowledge and advice from their owAGtdking and MBA experiences. Studies show that visuéitira
and discussion in a seminar environment will enable youdogaize complex structures better than learning the sanberialan a
non-interactive way.

When setting a test date and look up test centers at httpw/maya.com/mba/TaketheGMAT, keep in mind the following:Cbhn-
sider the times of day you tend to be able to concentrate Baké your test in the morning or afternoon accordingly. 2k#aure
the week before your test day will not be a stressful one. Willdhelp you concentrate, be well rested, calm and in thatrigame
of mind to ace the GMAT. 3) Be aware of application deadline$@o your best to provide yourself with enough time aftergkam
to focus on the other parts of your Business School applicati

The fee to take the GMAT is U.S. $250 worldwide. The fee fochesluling the date, time, or location of the test is US$5@&mh
appointment you change. When you want to reschedule the GkdAdvoid the forfeiture of your test fee, you must allow atde

7 calendar days between the day you reschedule your appmihand your test day. On your test day, you may select up to five
schools to receive your scores before you take the test. gmchave made your selection, you will not be able to changketate

the list of schools. If you would like to send your scores tarenechools, you may order additional score reports, at acfdstS.

$28 per school. Your unofficial score report containing Tetare and Quantitative and Verbal section scores is dlailgpon your
completion of the test. The only opportunity that you willledo cancel your scores is immediately after you completadht, but
before you view your scores. You cannot cancel your scotes tfey are displayed or reported to you.
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1.4 Quantitative Section

You'll have 75 minutes to answer 37 quantitative questiditer @ompleting one hour of essays and a 5-minute break. OB o
guantitative questions, 23-24 are Problem Solving questithe remaining 13-14 questions are Data Sufficiency.

Please note that not all of the quantitative questions aveedc Approximately 33 of the 37 questions are scored. Thsconed
guestions are there for the purpose of gauging results forduests.

The Quantitative section measures your basic mathematdtd, understanding of elementary concepts, and thatybil rea-
son quantitatively, solve quantitative problems, andrpriet graphic data. Problem Solving and Data Sufficiencystioes are
intermingled throughout the section.

The rough distribution of quantitative questions is thédieing:

e 65% - Arithmetic (Including Statistics, probability andmbinatorics)
e 25% - Algebra
e 10% - Geometry

Basic Concepts:

e Integers and Prime numbers

e Fractions and Percentages

e Mark-up and Margin

e Exponents and Roots

e Equations and Inequalities

e Probability, Permutations and Combinations

e Statistics, Graph and Data Interpretation

e Coordinate Geometry, Area and Volume of Various Geomdt@tgects

e Others to Be Discussed in Class
Major Question Types:

e Solving Equations

e Profit, Cost and Break-Even Calculations
e Distance-Rate-Time Problems

¢ Divisibility

e Averages and Weighted Averages

e Word Problems

e Data and Graph Interpretation

e Area and Volume of Geometrical Shapes
e Mixture Problems

e Others to Be Discussed in Class
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1.5 Key Preparation and Test-taking Strategies

During your GMAT preparation, be sure to incorporate théofeing approaches:
e Ascertain your preferred and most effective learning sfgielerated timeline vs. steady progress; controlledeté-paced
study environment; studying in groups vs. individuallyaggdroom learning vs. one-on-one private tutoring)

e Manage your test anxiety. Minimize your worries and payrdite to good nutrition and adequate exercise. Maintaiadte
sleep with a consistent schedule leading up to your test.

e Make a special effort to improve your weaknesses along widmgthening your expertise during practice.
During the weeks and days before the test:

o Take a few days off work right before the test. Depending aur yovn test-taking and learning style, either relax conghjet
or do one practice test at your scheduled test time each tieyn feview the result and relax for the remainder of the day. Y
may want to take the day before the test off entirely so that Yoain can relax more right before the test day. Be sureaot t
over-study the day before the test.

e Memorize the most typical problems and answer types.
e Review all prior mistakes along with explanations.

e Make a list of those typical errors you tend to make and cansty remind yourself of them and refrain from making the
same mistakes.

e Save the free GMATPrep software from www.mba.com for righfiolbe the actual test and practice the tests in a mock test
setting of your choice so that your memory of the actual qaesypes and difficulty levels which have appeared in prior
GMAT tests stays fresh.

When you are ready to take the practice CA¥s,recommend

e Create a study environment that is as similar as possibleetadtual testing setting, which typically includes a gsjeice,
possibly a computer room or office environment. For examptate or set up a serious test-taking environmentin youséo
or a public library or a park or another facility so that yowm&xclusively focus on taking the mock tests.

e Use a systematic approach to your test. Take all questioimisly and answer them. Skipping questions is not helpful o
the GMAT CAT.

e Do not take prolonged breaks during a practice test. In theahtest center, you will not be allowed coffee breaks etrind)
sections. There is only one 5-minute break after the 60-taiAWA section and another 5-minute break after the 75-nginut
Quantitative section.

e Eliminate distractions and be conscious of time. Espgcialien you taking practice tests, be as aware of the clock as yo
will need to be on the actual exam.

e After completing a practice test, be sure to go over the duestyou answered incorrectly. This is the only way to imgrov
You must understand your mistakes so that you will not makentbn the test. (Manhattan Review provides you with over
100 pages of detailed solution guides!)

e AND practice, practice, practice!
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Remember that the actual exam is on the computer so taketadeaof opportunities to practice with Computer Adaptedsidsor
many test-takers, reading large amounts of material ondtes is not easy. It not only dries out their eyes but alsoanékhard
to absorb the material. Simply practice reading etc. on tmeputer. The only way to improve is to practice, but be suigréatice
with the right approach in a smart and effective way.

When scheduling your test, please remember to select:

e The best possible time of day for you
e Alow stress week

e AND give yourself sufficient time to prepare fully for the tes

In addition,we recommenda few general GMAT taking strategies:

On the day of the test:

e Keep a light-hearted and positive attitude on the test day.

e Bring something warm to put on in case the room is too cold.odding to test center rules, you have to wear the sweater or
coat instead of just putting it around your shoulders. Soersake that the additional layer of sweater or coat is comifdet
in a test-taking setting.

e Also be sure you can remove a layer of clothing in case the ligdmat.

e Bring something light to drink or eat such as a small piecehafcolate or protein bar. A bottle of water or a soft drink with
a cap is preferred over a can so that you can minimize the elasfcspilling. (Though you can not take anything into the
testing room, you will be assigned a small locker. Duringry®uminute breaks, you can have a few sips to stay hydrated or a
bite to eat if you get hungry. Normally test centers allow yoput it outside on a desk or at an easily reachable spot igleins
your locker so that you can quickly grab the drink or the fyod.

e No testing aids such as study notes, calculators and PDAallaveed. Normally 1 booklet of 10 pages of yellow laminated
graph paper will be provided.

e Bring earplugs if you feel comfortable with using them toysiacused.
e Follow your normal routine.

e Arrive at the test at least 30 minutes early.
At the test:
e Do concentrate on the first 10 questions of each section rAbsite beginning of each section, the total number of quastio
and the total time allowed are stated.

e Guess and estimate when necessary.

¢ Do not panic. Focus on one question at a time. Focus on ories@tta time. Do not think beyond your current section and
lose your concentration.

e Do not get fixated and spend unreasonable time on any singlgiqo. It will not make or break your score. Because the
score per section is partially based on the number of questiou answer, try to answer as many questions as you can.

e Do not leave any questions unanswered before the secti@nrtins out. Always submit an answer after some educated or
blind guesses. Remember that you cannot skip questionsaagelan answer once you confirm it.

www.manhattanreview.com (© 1999 - 2010 Manhattan Review


http://www.manhattanreview.com

Math Study Guide — GMAT and Its Relevance 6

o If a few questions or passages are difficult to understandpd¢et that prompt you to cancel your score entirely. Youenev
know.

¢ |f something is wrong with the computer, or if someone is koitg you, or if it's miserably hot etc., signal to an examgaioo.
The proctor walks around in the test room every 15-20 minutes

e Pace yourself and keep track of your progress by checkingrtieunt of time you have left on the test screen. Each section
is 75 minutes. You have about two minutes per Quantitatiestion and about 1.75 minutes per Verbal question.

e Pay attention to the number of questions that remain in aosecThere are 37 quantitative section questions. Therdhre
verbal section questions.

e Clicking on “HELP” or hiding the “TIME” information doesnpause or stop the time.
e Between test sections, replenish your supply of laminataegrgpaper.
e Take advantage of breaks. Rest your eyes, as the compuwenssrdifficult to stare at for 4 hours straight.

e Maintain a focused mind and a positive winning attitude tigtwout the entire test. Remember the final problems can some-
times be equally as important as the initial ones.

e Answer all questions on the test!
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Student Notes:
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GMAT/TOEFL/SAT/LSAT/GRE Prep MBA/College Admissions Career Training

Special Valued Customer Reward — 10%/15%

Please come to our free info sessions either online or in-person! As a token of our
appreciation of your attendance, we will offer you an exciting new Valued Customer
Reward — 10% off any of our courses or services or 15% off any combination of our
different courses and services!

How does it work?

- Register for any of free our in-person or online info
sessions online or by calling our offices

Mankattan Review

m Test Prep

- Show up and participate in the entire info session

- Your presenter will share with you the coupon

m Admissions codes
m Career Training

- Visit our website at www.ManhattanReview.com!
(click on the country website if you are located
outside of the US)

- Choose your desired in-person/online course or
services such as private tutoring or admissions

: advisory packages
* - If you pay by cash, check or wire transfer, just email

us with the coupon code

- If you pay by credit card, just enter the coupon code
on the payment page

Additional Notes

- The 10% coupon code is valid for each separate registration for one of our courses or services.

- The 15% coupon code is valid for a combined registration of two or more of any of our courses
(different course format) and services (different service type).

- One student per coupon; Cannot be combined with any other coupon or discount certificate for the
same course/service

- Valid for a limited time per our announcement at the event
- Test prep course and service availability varies by location

- Other terms and conditions may apply.

Achieve YOUR HIGHER SCORE and get into TOP SCHOOLS!
Visit Manhattan Review NOW to invest in your future!
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Manhattan feview

Management & Career Training

Free MBA Candidacy Evaluation (via Phone or Email)

Manhattan Review’s Admissions Consulting staff will:
* Get to know your strengths, personality, and goals
* Help you market yourself to business schools effectively
* Help you select & articulate the experiences most favorable to application in a convincing manner
* Give you the competitive edge needed to gain admission into the most selective business schools

How does it work?

We offer free MBA Candidacy Evaluations over emails and on the phone to all students globally. You can
arrange a consultation via the following steps:

Step 1:

Email mba@manhattanreview.com to set up for the call or email consultation. (Make sure you are already
on the distribution list of our InFocus Newsletter by signing up for Info Request form on our website.)

Note for students in India: Please email info@manhattanreview.in or call our Indian office to set it up.

Step 2:
Attach to the email
1. An updated resume
2. An outline of special circumstances that might be admissions impediments
3. A list of MBA program of choice by your own preference
4. A list of target application deadline and school year.
5. A list of your strengths and weaknesses based on your self-evaluation.

Step 3:
Up to three email exchanges or an equivalent of 20 minutes of phone conversation are included in this offer.
We are specialized in assisting applicants with:

= Special Circumstances = Professional Background
* Recent Immigrant * College Athlete

* Recent College Graduate * Entrepreneur

* Older Applicant * Finance / Consulting

* Married with Children * Engineer / Scientist

* Family Business * Military Background

* Joint Degree Candidate * Nonprofit / Government

* Re-Applicant / Waitlist * Unusual Career Path

» Lower Ranked Undergraduate

* Low GMAT or GPA = Ethnic/Cultural Background
* Multiple Course Failings * European

* Learning Disability * Latin American

* Difficulty to Get Recommendations * East Asian

* Unemployed * South Asian

* Many Job Jumps * African

* Business Failures * Oceanian

We look forward to assisting you in the arduous MBA application process!
Email us at MBA@ManhattanReview.com or Call +1 (212) 997-1660
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